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them, managed to secure their independence, though
not without a struggle. There were not lacking
neighbours who gazed at them with covetous eyes,
nor others who would have looked the other way had
some power appropriated them.

At the Congress of Vienna Liibeck was all but
given away to Denmark. But this was more than the
Hanseatic delegates present in the assembly could
stand. Accustomed of old to lift up their voices
boldly, and not to fear crowned or anointed heads,
they fiercely denounced this project as a deed of
darkness, and appealed so strongly to the consciences
of those present, reminding them of the everlasting
shame attending a broken word or promise, that they
actually succeeded in bringing them round to their
point of view. The project was abandoned.

Thus the towns remained virtually free, while
nominally attached to Germany, and continued, as
of old, as willing, as they were able, to serve their
country with the talents that had been entrusted
to their keeping. Their flag again appeared on all
the seas, their commerce extended in all lands, they
even succeeded in concluding favourable trade alli-
ances in virtue of the old Hanseatic firm of " the
Merchants of the German Empire."

But, as ever before, they were not backed by the
nation or by any real power at home, and now that
they were only three towns they could not act as in
the days of old, when their number extended across
Europe.

But since the many hundred little states of which
Germany consisted have been all absorbed by Prussia,